Ministry of the Environment
Government of Japan
Godochosha

No. 5, Kasumigaseki 1-2-2,
Chiyoda-ku,

Tokyo 100-8975,

Japan

27" November 2020

Re: Support for the Japan Bear & Forest Society (Kumamori)

Dear Mr Shinjiro Koizumi,

Wild Welfare would like to add its support for the call to create a bear sanctuary for
orphaned bear cubs, the result of hunting adult female bears, and for adult bears which have
been captured due to Human-Wildlife Conflict in Japan. We would also like to see a
comprehensive conservation and education programme to support the reduction in human
injury and deaths as well as in the euthanasia of bears due to Human-Wildlife Conflict.

Wild Welfare is a UK based animal welfare charity with international expertise in wild animal
welfare and conservation. We work with many government and non-government
organisations (NGO) around the world and have strong working partnerships in Japan,
helping zoos and other captive care facilities to improve the welfare of the wild animals in
their care.

The Asiatic black bear (Ursus thibetanus) is classified by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as vulnerable to extinction and the species across its range
is in decline. Japan reports a stable population, which is encouraging, but there are
concerns that increased incidents between people and bears is resulting in the death of
more bears [1] and potentially causing more orphaned bear cubs to come into captivity.
Wild Welfare supports the Japan Bear and Forest Society (Kumamori) in their call for the
Japanese Government and Japanese NGO’s to develop a strategy for reducing Human-
Wildlife Conflict between people and bears and when bears are brought into captivity, that
they are managed with good welfare standards and in a safe and sustainable way.

In support of the Japan Bear and Forest Society (Kumamori) we would like to propose that
these key points below be considered in developing a National Japanese Bear Conservation
and Welfare Strategy.

1. Develop and implement an education and awareness programme across Japan,
targeted in black bear (Ursus thibetanus) and brown bear (Ursus arctos) regions, to
reduce Human-Wildlife Conflict. This could include encouraging human behaviour
which deters bears from venturing out of the forest, for example reducing waste and
securing bins to stop bears exploring human occupied areas looking for food,
planting trees which produce appropriate food for the bears and securing at-risk
properties with bear deterrents. It is also important to provide educational material
with appropriate safety instructions for people when visiting or working in bear
habitats. This has been done with great effect in parts of Eurasia and North America
with brown bears (Ursus arctos), American black bears (Ursus americanus) and
polar bears (Ursus maritimus).
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2. When bears cubs or adult bears are brought into captivity, either through Human-
Wildlife Conflict or through hunting, then suitable facilities and infrastructure should
be in place to relocate adult bears or rehabilitate bear cubs for potential
reintroduction to the wild. If it is not feasible to reintroduce the bears into the wild,
then appropriate whole of life care should be provided for them in facilities which
meet their welfare needs.

3. We would urge the Japanese Government, NGO, and Universities to work with the
IUCN Species Survival Commission to form a Japanese sub-group of the IUCN Bear
Specialist Group, creating a committee of Japanese bear experts. This research
would be vital to help identify the causes of Human-Wildlife Conflict and the impact of
hunting on the behaviour and the population of bears across Japan.

4. Financial support for this project could come from a mix of Government, NGO, and
public support. A bear facility or sanctuary could be part funded by organisations,
visitors and donations and would facilitate a bear awareness and education
programme as well as encourage bear conservation initiatives through the creation of
suitable environments for wild bears so reducing Human-Wildlife Conflict.

There is a growing global emphasis on the carefully considered ethical use of our natural
world, and this presents an opportunity for Japan - a country already cherishing harmonious
living values — to strategically approach the conservation and welfare of its native bears.

We respectfully request that the Government of Japan and the Ministry of the Environment
consider this initiative and work with the Japan Bear & Forest Society (Kumamori) and other
NGO'’s in the development of a National Japanese Bear Conservation and Welfare Strategy.

Yours Sincerely

S need

Simon Marsh
Acting UK Director
Wild Welfare

Cc

Yuko Murotani

Chairman of Japan Bear & Forest Society KUMAMORI
1-4 Bundo-cho Nshinomiya-city Hyogo, Japan 662-0042
TEL : 0798-22-4190.7FAX : 0798-22-4196
contact@kumamori.org

http://kumamori.org

References
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Acting UK Director
Wild Welfare
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